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General DE GAULLE, while still playing a waiting game, inasiste that he
will come to power through constitutional means.

In an interview with one of the sources, SOUSTELLE confirms the fact that
the General is making plans only for the legal assumption of power.
SOUSTELLE explained that ®time is on our side, though it works toward a
dgaster for the sconomic and financial state of France®.

BPF leaders believe that general elections would mean a landslide for
them, and are therefore loath to start anything until it is apparent
that legal means are not leading to pover.

The rank and filg and also the minor bosses and officers, of the HPF
8Groupes de Protection” are anxious to start demonstrations and i‘.x‘ou'a»lec
but are belng held back by the leaders.

If DE GAULLE does not reach power legally, the rank and file of the
CGroupes de Protection will either force a fight, or the organization
will eslowly fold up. If they fight, it is believed, Genersl DS GAULLKE
vould probably not disclaim the GPig, but would manage to axplain their.
action.It is further believed that Groupes de Protectlon actiom to bring
about DE GAULLE's return could be effective, particularly if undertaken
in response to Comrmnist provoeation. Source oatimates Groupes de Pro-
tection membership for the Seine and Seine-st-Oise Departments at twelve
thousand members.

With regard to pre-election activities, svuvce mports that the RPF is
planmning a nationwide propasanda campaign, starting on 14 September,

vhich will be financed by a stamp sale. It expscts to sell five millicn
stamps at fifty francs each. SCOUSTLLLE states that the only planned pro-
election demonstration is General DE GAULLE's spealking tour through France.
With regard to the financing of an electorai campaign, SOUSTELLF asays,

"o will have sufficient funds. It will ve easler for us to obidh funds
today than during the 1947 elections becauss we have more members.Y

The RPF haa no plans with‘respect to the Council of the Republic elections,
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and’ none can be nade as they are dependent on cantonal elections vhich
may yet be held this fall. HEMMCornuent: Councillors of the Republic
are elected by indirect vote in viich ecantonal and rmmnicipal electors
varbicipate.)

According to SOUSTELLE, the Comrmniste vill not attempt to seize power by
force. He believes that should théy attemnt a coup they vould be opposed
effectivdy by other parties, the puilie, nolice and army. He thinks, though,
that they might rather attempt to re-enter the Government in a coalition
called "Democratic Union". To do this, he says, they might attempta
naneuver calling for the supmort of Edouward FERiIOT. 3By doings so, the
Communists believe, according to SOUSTELLE, they might participate in

a Radiecal Soelalist Goverament. In the event of the formation of such

a government, the Communists would not demand cabinet posts for their
prominent leaders, but would settle for the inelusion of such men as
Pierre COT, Able PIERRE and Dreyfus SCHMID.
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